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In the Battle of Guadalcanal, Munro was in 

charge of the boats that had landed the Ma-
rines at the scene. When it became necessary 
to evacuate the Marines, Munro volunteered to 
lead evacuation. He did so under heavy 
enemy fire, ultimately using himself and his 
boats as cover allowing the last of the Marines 
to leave. Tragically, Munro was fatally wound-
ed in the process. 

Munro posthumously awarded the Medal of 
Honor, the Purple Heart Medal, and was eligi-
ble for the American Defense Service Medal, 
the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal, and 
the World War II Victory Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, Douglas A. Munro gave his life 
to protect his fellow service members and de-
fend this great Nation; it is most fitting that the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s new headquarters is 
named in his honor. 

With its long, rich history and significant 
contributions to homeland security, I can see 
why the Coast Guard was selected to be the 
first occupant of the Department of Homeland 
Security’s new permanent home—on the cam-
pus of St. Elizabeths. I wish the Coast Guard 
the best as it begins a new chapter in its new 
headquarters. 

Finally, I would like to express my apprecia-
tion to the men and women of the Coast 
Guard who continue to serve our country 
today, ensuring the service lives up to its 
motto of Semper Paratus, or ‘‘always ready.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting H.R. 2611. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 23, 2013 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall Nos. 375—H.R. 1542 and 376—H. 

Con. Res. 44, due to jet engine problems, I 
was delayed 4 hours in DFW. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE KOREAN 
WAR ARMISTICE DAY, PAYING 
TRIBUTE TO THE EXCEPTIONAL 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 17TH 
BOMBARDMENT WING, LIGHT OF 
THE FAR EAST AIR FORCES, 
FIFTH AIR FORCE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2013 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the 17th Bombardment Wing, Light of 
the Far East Air Forces Fifth Air Force. The 
mission of the 17th Bomb Wing was to con-
duct night interdiction, reconnaissance of 
enemy supply and communications lines, seek 
enemy troops, and close air support of troops 
during the Korean War. The 17th Wing was 
composed of the 34th Bomb Squadron, the 
37th Bomb Squadron, and the 95th Bomb 
Squadron. 

With great conviction, courage, and perse-
verance, the 17th Bombardment Wing flew 
960 sorties in June 1952. Additionally, the 
17th Wing set a new record of flying 93 sorties 
in just one night. 17th Wing set another new 
record for B–26 type aircraft, flying an average 
of 102 hours per aircraft per month. By Octo-
ber 1952, astoundingly, the Wing set yet an-
other record performing 1000 sorties in that 
month. 

The 17th Wing acquired the nickname of the 
black knights because of their night missions. 
The 17th Wing was the first wing to conduct 

work in two theaters of operation, Asia and 
Europe. The motto of the 17th Wing is 
Toujours Au Danger, meaning Ever into Dan-
ger. Even in the face of danger, the 17th Wing 
successfully completed many operations in-
cluding the notable Spring Thaw, Bottle Neck, 
and Little Switch operations. Working to the 
last hour, the 17th Wing executed its last mis-
sion just minutes before the 2200 effective 
time of the cease-fire. 

The 17th Wing is a successor of one of the 
15 original combat air groups formed before 
World War II. It was also the Wing that pro-
vided the crew and equipment for the famous 
Doolittle Raid, which grandiosely elevated and 
fermented American morale during World War 
II. The 17th Wing is now succeeded by the 
17th Training Group. 

I am pleased to announce that there are ap-
proximately 780 members still alive today. Just 
to mention a brave few, Ted Baker, gunner of 
aircraft, Antonio Fucci, gunner of aircraft, Rob-
ert Pruett, gunner of aircraft, Charles Tucker, 
pilot, Donald H. Eaton, flight engineer, and Ar-
thur Haarmeyer, navigator bombardier. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in commemorating 
the 60th Anniversary of the Korean War Armi-
stice Day which occurred on July 27, 1953 by 
honoring the vast achievements of the 17th 
Bombardment Wing, Light of the Far East Air 
Forces Fifth Air Force. We thank them for their 
extraordinary valor and strength during the Ko-
rean War. 
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